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Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings, 

Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

December,  1940. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  ending  December  Hist,  1939.  During  the 
year — more  particularly  the  latter  months  of  the  year — time  was 
spent  in  the  organisation  of  the  A.R.P.  Casualty  Services.  The 
conversion  of  the  two  main  Welfare  Centres  and  School  Clinics 
into  First  Aid  Posts  caused  considerable  interference  with  the 
normal  routine  work.  At  first  School  Clinics  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  could  not  be  held  but,  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  it  was  possible  to  get  back  to  conditions  more  or  less 
approximating  to  normal. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came  into  operation  on 
October  1st,  1939,  and  under  this  Act  the  Borough  Council  became 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  Previously  the  duties  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Food  and  Drugs  had  been  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council,  so  it  was  thought  advisable  to  relinquish  in  favour  of, 
and  transfer  to,  the  County  Council,  all  the  duties  of  the  Borough 
Council  under  this  Act. 

In  my  Report  for  1938  I  stated  that  the  South  Staffordshire 
Joint  Isolation  Board  had  been  constituted  and  also  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  a  new  up-to-date  Isolation 
Hospital  would  be  erected.  This  has  been  deferred  and  there 
appears  to  be  little  hope  of  any  progress  being  made  until  after 
the  W  ar.  This  is  very  unfortunate,  as  there  is  no  provision  for 
the  hospitalisation  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  Borough. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committees  for  their  generous  help  and  consideration,  to 
my  colleagues  of  other  departments  for  their  help  and  co-operation, 
and  to  my  staff  for  their  loval  assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  ASKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


O 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DE PARTfVI E  NT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  — 

FRANK  ASKER,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  — 

F.  S.  ANDERSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edinburgh). 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (part-time)  :  — 

F.  N.  ROBERTS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Consulting  Obstetric  Specialist  (part-time):  — 

W.  E.  BARNIE-ADSHEAD,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S. 

Aural  Surgeon  (part-time)  :  — 

C.  L.  WALKER,  F.R.C.S. Ed. 

Dental  Officer:  — 

L.  HOWARD  THOMPSON,  L.D.S. 

Sanitary  Inspector:  — 

ALEC  LONGFELLOW,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.Inst.P.C., 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Diploma  of  the 
Institute  of  Public  Cleansing,  Honours  in  Plumbing  and 
Sanitary  Science  of  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors:  — 

W.  WOOLDRIDGE,  M.  S.  I.  A.,  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate. 

REGINALD  HEATH,  M.  S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate. 
(Resigned  21st  January,  1989). 

WILFRED  MANTEL  '  DAVIS,  V  R.  San.  I.,  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certi¬ 
ficate. 

LEONARD  COOMBES,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate.  (Com¬ 
menced  1st  August,  1939). 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistants:  — 

GWILA'M  WILLIS,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate. 
BRIAN  LONGFELLOW.  (Resigned  31st  March,  1939). 

Health  Visitors  (who  are  also  School  Nurses)  :  — 

N.  E.  C FULTON,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  Q.N. 

T.  BELLAMY,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V.C. 

A.  E.  HALLAM,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

M.  A.  FELLOWS,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. ,  H.V.C. 

W.  H.  BENNETT,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V.C. 

I.  M.  SALT,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 

Municipal  Midwives:  — 

A.  E.  BIGGS,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

M.  HAYWARD,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

F.  NORWOOD,  C.M.B. 

S.  E.  RANN,  C.M.B. 

M.  A.  ROSE,  C.M.B. 

T-  M.  STALEY,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  Q.N. 

B.  M.  WEBBER,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

S.  F.  WHITTALL,  C.M.B. 


Clerks :  — 

M.  E.  HARRIS 
C.  BACHE 
E.  D.  PRIEST 
V.  DUNN 


Whole-time  jointly  with 
School  Medical  Department. 


D.  MORGAN 
R.  ROSE  (To  1st  October, 
1939) 

D.  M.  WEBSTER  (Com¬ 
menced  15th  November, 
1939). 


Whole-time  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Clerks. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  3,828 

Population,  Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,235 

Estimated,  mid-year,  1939 — 

(a)  Resident  ...  ...  ...  44,780 

(b)  Average  population  appropriate 

to  the  calculation  of  death  rates  44,790 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,980 

Rateable  Value  at  December,  1939  ...  ...  ...  £172,524 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  31st  March,  1939, 
gross 

Estimated  at  31st  December,  1939 — gross 

Total  M. 

Live  Births:  Legitimate  ...  ...  771  396 

Illegitimate  ...  4  0 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000'  of  the  estim¬ 
ated  resident  population 


Total  M. 


Stillbirths 


37  14 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 
stillbirths) 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  451  238 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estim¬ 
ated  resident  population 


£622 

£666 

F. 

375 

4 

17.31 

F. 

23 

45.57 

213 


10.07 


C.F.1.19. — The  crude  death  rate  of  the  area  should  be  multiplied 
by  this  factor  in  order  to  make  it  comparable,  from  a  mortality 
point  of  view,  with  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  country  as  a 
whole  or  with  the  mortality  of  any  other  local  area,  the  crude 
death  rate  of  which  should  be  similarly  modified  with  its  own 
factor  for  the  purpose. 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar 
General’s  short  list)  :  — 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
Total  ( live  and  stillbirths) 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  2  2.45 

No.  30  other  Puerperal  diseases  —  — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  2.45 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  43.76 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  42.47 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  250.00 

Deaths  from: — Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of 

age)  .  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  5 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  — 


BIRTHS. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statement  that  the  birth-rate 
for  Rowley  Regis  in  1939  was  17.31  per  1,000  population  as  com¬ 
pared  with  15. 01  for  England  and  Wales. 

782  births  were  notified — 3  by  a  doctor;  708  by  midwives, 
and  71  hospital  notifications.  The  great  majority  of  the  births,  it 
will  be  seen,  are  notified  and  attended  by  midwives 


REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF 


DEATH  IN  THIS  AREA. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

Total 

ALL  CAUSES 

238 

213 

451 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

o 

-u 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

2 

5 

Influenza 

2 

— 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

10 

10 

20 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

G.P.I.  tabes,  &c 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  malignant  disease 

28 

30 

58 

Diabetes 

2 

3 

5 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

10 

17 

27 

Heart  disease  ... 

69 

73 

142 

Aneurysm 

2 

— 

2 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

9 

10 

19 

Bronchitis 

13 

9 

22 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

8 

18 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

5 

1 

6 

Peptic  ulcer  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

2 

— 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— • 

— 

— 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

3 

6 

Acute  and  chronic  Nephritis 

3 

3 

6 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

2 

2 

Other  puerperal  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations, 
etc  •  •  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

14 

4 

18 

Senility 

7 

9 

16 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

Other  violence 

14 

7 

21 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

21 

14 

35 

Ill  defined  causes  or  unknown  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : — 

Total  •  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

23 

11 

34 

Legitimate  •  •  •  . . .  •••  * ♦  • 

23 

10 

33 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 
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GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  DEATH  RATE. 


The  death  rate  was  10.07  compared  with  10.88  last  year. 

Heart  Disease"  was  still  the  largest  single  cause  of  death, 
accounting  for  142  deaths,  but  this  term  is  now  used  to  cover  a 
number  of  deaths  which  would,  a  decade  ago,  have  been  attributed 
to  senility. 

The  next  most  important  cause  of  death  was  Cancer,  which 
caused  58  deaths. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  18  deaths  (43^  in  1938)  and 
Bronchitis  22  deaths  (26  in  1938). 

2  deaths  were  caused  by  Influenza  as  compared  with  8  in  1938. 

4'uberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  caused  20  deaths.  This 
subject  is  discussed  later  in  the  report  dealing  with  infectious 
diseases. 

27  deaths  occurred  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

ABNORMAL  SICKNESS  OR  MORTALITY.  - 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year,  nor  have  the  occupations  or  environment  of  the  district  had 
any  demonstrably  detrimental  effect  upon  the  public  health. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  deal  with  these  matters  in  this  report 
as  they  remain  unchanged  from  the  previous  year. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE, 

(a)  Maternal  Mortality. — -There  were  3  deaths  classified  under 

this  heading  in  1939. 

(b)  Infantile  Mortality. — The  death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year 

of  age  per  1,000  births  was:  — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  40'. 54 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.23 

Total  . .  .  41.77 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

During  1939 — 3  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified,  of 
which  one  case  was  admitted  to  Hospital  for  treatment.  The  case 
rates  per  1,000  are  best  expressed  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
births  registered  rather  than  to  the  population,  and  when  calcu¬ 
lated  on  this  basis,  they  are  given  in  the  annexed  table.  The  rates 
are  based  on  the  total  (i.e.,  live  and  still)  births  registered:  — 

Rowley  Regis  ...  ...  ...  3.68 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  14.35 
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MID  WIVES. 


As  in  the  previous  year,  supervision  of  all  the  midwives  prac¬ 
tising  in  the  area  was  undertaken  by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer. 
Routine  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out,  the  bags  and  instru¬ 
ments  examined  and  their  registers  and  records  inspected.  During 
the  year  10  midwives  gave  notive  of  intention  to  practise  in  the 
Borough. 

A  total  of  722  cases  were  attended  bv  midwives — 574  as  mid¬ 
wives  and  148  as  maternity  nurses. 

Medical  aid  was  summoned  in  215  cases. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  Local  Authority  maintains  a  staff  of  G  combined  Health 
Visitors  and  School  Nurses.  Each  Health  Visitor  is  allotted  a 
district. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  is  shown  in 
the  following  table:  — 


Visits. 

Re-visits. 

Total. 

Expectant  Mothers  ... 

55 

33 

88 

Live  Births 

745 

2690 

3435 

Children  1  to  5  years... 

— 

6770 

6770 

Still  Births 

25 

— 

25 

Infant  Deaths 

28 

— 

28 

Maternal  Deaths 

— 

— 

■ - - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

o 

O 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

— 

4 

Polio-myelitis 

1 

— 

1 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

17 

— 

17 

Tuberculosis  :  County  Council 

28 

553 

581 

Local  Authority 

2 

41 

43 

Measles 

78 

— 

78 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

— 

21 

Boarded-out  Children  ;  County  Council 

2 

1 

3 

Miscellaneous 

1047 

149 

1196 

2056 

10237 

12293 

Children  Act,  1908. 

There  were  no  children  on  the  register  during  1989.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  person  designated  to  receive  the 
necessary  notices,  and  the  Health  Visitors  visit  such  children  as 
come  under  the  statute. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


The  number  of  centres  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Council  is  four,  with  six  sessions  weekly.  The  total  number  of 
attendances  during  the  year  was  12,978.  Two  nurses  and  a  doctor 
are  in  attendance  and  are  assisted  by  voluntary  helpers.  We  are 
greatly  indebted  to  these  ladies  who  give  of  their  time  and  help 
at  the  centres;  their  services  are  much  appreciated  by  the  mothers 
and  the  staff. 


PRE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

Three  Pre-Natal  Clinics  are  provided  and  maintained  by  the 
Council,  and  during  the  year  50  sessions  were  held  with  439  cases 
in  attendance  and  732  attendances  were  made. 

The  advice  given  at  the  Clinics  is  largely  of  an  educational 
nature  and  stresses  the  importance  of  general  hygiene,  suitable 
diet,  and  healthy  mental  attitude.  Close  co-operation  is  main¬ 
tained  with  the  medical  practitioners  and  the  midwives.  Where 
necessary  cases  are  referred  to  the  Consulting  Obstetrician. 

Facilities  exist  for  providing  dental  treatment,  extra  nourish¬ 
ment,  etc. 


SECTION  C, 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 

1.— (1)  WATER. 

As  in  the  previous  report,  the  water  supply,  which  is  adequate 
and  satisfactory,  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water¬ 
works  Company. 

WELLS. 

There  are  now  no  wells  existing  in  the  area.  It  is  the  first 
time  it  has  been  possible  to  record  this  fact. 

The  following  water  samples  were  taken  during  the  year:  — 

One  sample  from  Britannia  .Schools,  swimming  bath  water, 
has  been  submitted  for  analysis  and  was  found  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  tap  water  was  taken  from  the  tap  used  by 
Council’s  carpenters  at  Council’s  Waterfall  Lane  Depot,  and  has 
been  submitted  for  analvsis  and  was  found  satisfactory'. 


(2)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


All  new  work  is  supervised  by  the  Building  Inspector,  who 
works  under  the  Borough  Surveyor.  General  repairs  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  .Acts  are  done  through  the 
Sanitary  Department. 

Drainage  work  carried  out  through  the  Sanitary  Department 
is  as  follows:  — 


No.  of  yards  of  New  Drains  laid 
New  Sewer  Connections 
New  Gullies  fixed 
New  Intercepting  Traps  fixed 
New  Ventilation  Pipes  fixed 
New  Inspection  Chambers  fixed 
No.  of  Drains  Unstopped 


842 


4 

23 

27 

199 


2.—  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year. 


B.— (1)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

All  existing  privies  are  inaccessible  to  the  Sewer. 

The  W.C.,  Ashpit  and  Cesspool  accommodation  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year,  December,  1939,  is  as  follows :- 


Wards. 

No.  of 
W.C's. 

No.  of 
Bins 

No.  of 
Privies. 

No.  of 
Pails. 

No.  of 
Cess¬ 
pools 

Cradley  Heath  ... 

2777 

2734 

6 

29 

— 

Old  Hill 

2815 

2850 

3 

11 

1 

Blackheath 

1866 

2079 

— 

— 

Rowley  Regis  ... 

3224 

3365 

17 

27 

9 

Tividale 

2079 

1942 

22 

22 

4 

Totals 

12761 

12970 

48 

89 

14 

(2)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

I4ie  cesspool  emptyings  are  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Department,  with  the  gully-emptying  machine,  in  conjunction 
with  and  at  the  request  of  the  Sanitary  Department.  They  are 
situated  as  follows:  — 
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CESSPOOLS. 


Premises: 

“  Briardene,”  Oakham. 

“  Beulah,”  Oakham. 

“  Braemar,”  Oakham. 

Golf  Club,  Oakham. 

Harrison,  New  House,  Darby’s  Hill. 

“  Windy-Moor,”  Darby’s  Hill. 

“  Pontymoile,”  Binning- ham- Wolverhampton  Road. 

“  Maisonneuvre, ”  Birmingham-Wolverhampton  Road. 

Marler  Bros.,  Perry’s  Lake. 

Cricket  Field,  Old  Hill. 

The  Dell,  Moor  Lane. 

“  Lyndale,”  Moor  Lane. 

Moor  Lane  1. 

“  Rose  Cottage,”  Yew  Tree  Lane. 

DISPOSAL. 

The  following  tips  exist  in  the  area:  — 

Situation  Rent  Lease  Expires 

Cradley  Pool  ...  £22  per  annum  ...  Annually. 

Spring!  ield  Tip  ...  Council  property  ... 

Marl  Hole,  Old  Hill  Council  property  ...  At  the  end  of  the  year 

centralised  tipping  be¬ 
gan  owing  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  salvage 
operations.  This  will 
j  educe  the  life  of  the 
tip  considerably. 

CLEANSING. 

An  additional  383  tons  of  refuse  has  been  collected.  This 
coincides  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of  premises. 

The  total  cost  per  ton  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of  now 
stands  at  6s.  lOfd.  This  shows  an  increase  of  5d.  per  ton  over 
the  previous  year. 

Actually,  the  total  increase  of  your  refuse  services  as  against 
last  year’s  working  is  £285  14s.  7|vL  This  does  not  allow  for 
the  number  of  premises  increased  during  the  year,  which  would 
naturally  add  to  the  total  cost,  it  means  that  the  financial  standard 
of  working  has  increased  by  nearly  ^300  per  annum,  as  against 
lost  year. 


The  following-  figures  are  interesting. — - 


1931 

(Contract  labour) 

..  3s. 

Collection  and  Disposal. 
0|d.  refuse  cost  per 

1 932 

Direct  labour 

6s. 

1935 

)  }  y  ) 

..  6s. 

73,1 

'  4m  •  ) >  >>  > > 

1939 

y  y  y y 

6s. 

1 1 )  2  d .  , ,  , ,  , , 

TRADE  REFUSE. 

Collection  continues  at  the  rate  of  6d.  per  bin.  Where  refuse 
is  delivered  direct  to  the  tips  for  disposal,  an  estimated  charge  is 
The  total  amount  received  during  the  year  being  -£74. 
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1.  Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons)  — 13,062  tons. 

2.  Population:  Middle  of  1938 — 14,190. 

3.  Area  (Statute  acres) — 3,828. 

1.  Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365  days 
to  year) — 16.19. 

5.  Number  of  houses  and  premises — 11,658. 

6.  Method  of  collection:  — 

Percentage  of  Refuse 
Mechanical  Vehicles  collected 

4  100% 

7.  Method  of  disposal:  — 

Controlled  Tipping. 

8.  Average  length  of  haul — 1^  miles. 

9.  No.  of  employees,  other  than  clerical:  — 

C  o  1 1  e  c  t  i  o  n — 18.  D  i  s  p  o  s  a  1 — 4 . 

(3)  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA . 

A.— THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


HOUSES. 

Recorded  under  the  Housing  Regulations:  — 

Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  2 

Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  175 

Houses  dangerous  or  injurious  as  to  be  unfit  ...  52 

Under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  32 

Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  238 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  inspected  during 

the  year  1939  . .  499 

RE-VISITS  to  houses  for  work  in  progress  ...  ...  4749 


15 


SYNOPSIS  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 


Nature 

No  of  Individual 
premises  visited 

Total  Number  of 
Inspections  made 

Shops  Inspected  under  Shops  Acts  ... 

21  1 

363 

Verminous  Premises 

138 

341 

Drains 

260 

435 

Urinals  ... 

50 

53 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

21 

6006 

Offensive  T rades  ... 

1 

13 

Foodstores 

974 

3677 

Stables  and  Animals  kept  ... 

34 

37 

Piggeries 

18 

30 

Factories 

126 

156 

Workshops 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  : — 

Factories  ... 

Workshops 

|  27 

91 

Cowsheds 

— 

87 

Dairies  ... 

— 

59 

Manure  Pits 

56 

57 

Van  Dwelling 

6 

6 

Carbide  Stores 

10 

11 

Petroleum  Stores  ... 

120 

175 

Smoke 

4 

4 

Infectious  Disease 

168 

343 

Cinemas  ... 

4 

10 

Complaints  investigated 

190 

190 

Defective  Dust  Bins 

673 

1114 

Rag  and  Bone  Merchants  ... 

— 

— 

WaterCourses 

90 

90 

INTERVIEWS  WITH  OWNERS 


•  •  • 
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Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 

No.  of 
Defects 

No.  of  Defects 
remedied  by 
InformaJ  Foimal 

Total 
No  of 
Defects 

discovered  during  1939. 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

DWELLING  HOUSES: 

Defective  roofs 

86 

131 

80 

211 

Defective  roofs  of  verandah  and  coalhouses 

20 

19 

5 

24 

Defective  chimneys 

130 

203 

110 

213 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  of  walls  ... 

111 

229 

133 

362 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls 

23 

42 

9 

51 

Defective  or  no  spouting  ... 

64 

134 

111 

245 

Obstructed  spouting 

5 

9 

2 

11 

External  painting 

94 

187 

.  88 

275 

Internal  painting 

12 

3 

16 

19 

Defective  yard  paving 

80 

107 

51 

158 

Unpaved  entry 

1 

35 

12 

47 

Insanitary  structures 

31 

43 

12 

55 

Accumulations 

41 

28 

10 

38 

Defective  dustbins  ... 

616 

617 

126 

743 

Insufficient  and  insanitary  ashpits 

6 

11 

3 

14 

Dampness 

132 

239 

134 

373 

Dirty  dwelling  houses 

19 

16 

— 

16 

Dirty  living  rooms  ... 

77 

149 

76 

225 

Dirty  bedrooms  ...  ...  ... 

129 

231 

111 

342 

Dirty  staircases 

41 

83 

61 

144 

Dirty  pantries  and  cellars  ... 

12 

30 

16 

46 

Dirty  floors  ... 

8 

5 

1 

6 

Defective  staircases 

24 

57 

18 

75 

Defective  or  no  handrails  and  bal.  rails  ... 

62 

168 

57 

225 

Defective  floors 

74 

180 

126 

306 

Defective  and  dangerous  ceilings  ... 

15 

29 

o 

31 

Defective  ceiling  plaster 

93 

155 

97 

252 

Defective  wall  plaster 

150 

280 

273 

553 

Defective  doors,  casements  and  steps 

181 

268 

133 

401 

Defective  firegrates,  brickwork  and  mantels 

105 

184 

78 

262 

Defective  or  no  skirting  boards 

75 

136 

29 

165 

Defective  window  frames,  fasteners,  etc. 

231 

430 

131 

561 

Defective  sash  cords 

165 

253 

121 

374 

Eixed  windows 

46 

115 

23 

138 

17 


Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 

No.  of 
Defects 

No.  of  Defects 
remedied  by 
Informal  Formal 

Total 
No.  of 
Defectsd 

discovered  during  1939. 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  in  dwell¬ 
ing  houses 

8 

14 

4 

18 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  in  pantry 

1 

11 

1 

12 

Insufficient  ventilation  under  floors 

— 

8 

5 

13 

Defective  pantry  and  cellar  sills  and  steps 

— 

2 

9 

4 

No  pantry  accommodation  ... 

1 

5 

— 

5 

Coal  kept  in  pantry,  cellar,  etc. 

1 

5 

— 

5 

Water  or  sewage  in  cellar  ... 

8 

o 

O 

— 

3 

Defective  or  no  cellar  grating 

2 

9 

3 

12 

Insufficient  coalhouse  accommodation 

29 

80 

39 

119 

Verminous  houses  ... 

67 

90 

— 

90 

Demolition  Orders  ... 

— 

— - 

48 

48 

Closing"  Orders 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Notice  to  tenant  of  Demolition  which  has 
become  operative 

_ . 

6 

6 

No  cooking  facilities 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Owners,  M.O.H.  &c.  names  noton  rent  book 

66 

90 

5 

95 

Notice  of  intention  to  carry  out  repairs 
after  7  days 

1 

4 

4 

Defective  cupboards 

— 

n 

O 

— 

3 

No  damp-proof  courses 

— 

2 

— 

2 

WASHHOUSES: 

Defective  roofs 

80 

116 

71 

187 

Defective  Chimneys 

41 

87 

57 

144 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  in  walls  . . . 

63 

134 

66 

200 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls 

32 

21 

11 

32 

Defective  or  no  spouting  ... 

83 

154 

81 

235 

Dirty  washhouses 

28 

36 

16 

52 

Defective  floors 

62 

90 

60 

150 

Defective  ceiling  plaster 

14 

25 

31 

56 

Defective  wall  plaster 

7 

18 

6 

24 

Defective  doors,  casements  and  steps 

83 

106 

63 

169 

Defective  firegrates,  brickwork,  etc. 

27 

134 

66 

200 

Defective  window  frames  ... 

45 

74 

40 

114 

Defective  sash  cords 

2 

6 

2 

8 

Fixed  windows 

4 

11 

2 

13 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ... 

4 

3 

— 

o 

o 

18 


No.  of  Defects 

Total 

No.  of 

remedied  by 

No.  of 

Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 

Defects 

Informal 

Formal 

Defects 

discovered  during  1939. 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

No  washing  boilers 

6 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  boilers 

18 

11 

5 

16 

Defective  boiler  fireplaces  ... 

33 

38 

28 

66 

Defective  boiler  brickwork 

21 

45 

25 

70 

Defective  and  insanitary  sinks 

12 

41 

10 

51 

Insufficient  sink  accommodation  ... 

3 

2 

1 

o 

o 

Defective  or  obstructed  sink  waste  pipes 

14 

13 

7 

20 

Coal  kept  in  washhouse 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Insanitary  baking  ovens 

13 

38 

29 

67 

Foul  and  defective  soft  water  cisterns 

15 

36 

17 

53 

Burst  service  pipes  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Dampness 

1 

2 

— - 

2 

Defective  taps  and  insufficient  water  supply 

23 

36 

6 

42 

Insufficient  washhouse  accommodation  ... 

— 

3 

3 

6 

Dilapidated  and  dangerous  washhouses  ... 

DRAINS  AND  W.C.’s: 

20' 

35 

8 

43 

Defective  roofs  of  W.C.’s  and  ashbin 


shelters  ... 

39 

56 

22 

78 

Defective  brickwork  and  brickwork  joints 

39 

60 

31 

91 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls 

4 

7 

1 

8 

Defective  or  no  spouting  ... 

11 

9 

26 

35 

Defective  soil  and  ventilation  pipes 

5 

4 

6 

10 

Dilapidated  W.C.’s 

29 

41 

16 

57 

Dirty  W.C.’s  and  drains  ... 

40 

60 

4 

64 

Defective  floors 

15 

23 

15 

38 

Defective  wall  plaster 

3 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  ceiling  plaster 

5 

3 

o 

0 

6 

Defective  doors,  casements  and  steps 

49 

73 

38 

111 

Insufficient  paving  to  W.C. 

14 

44 

Q 

O 

47 

Defective  flushing  cisterns 

35 

50 

9 

59 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  ... 

49 

73 

25 

98 

Obs t ructed  W.C.’s 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Defective  or  no  seats  ...  ...  ... 

26 

48 

26 

74 

Burst  service  pipes  ... 

10 

12 

— 

12 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  water  supply  ... 

12 

4 

2 

6 

Insufficient  drainage 

n 

i 

10 

5 

15 
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No.  of  Defects 

Total 

No.  of 

remedied  by 

No.  of 

Mature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 

Defects 

Informal 

Formal 

Defects 

discovered  during  1939. 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 

35 

33 

23 

56 

Defective  drains 

19 

17 

(5 

23 

Obstructed  drains 

53 

48 

n 

i 

f-' 

5  9 

Defective  gullies  and  gully  gratings 

3 

4 

— 

t 

Broken  inspection  chamber  covers 

12 

12 

— 

12 

Fold  privies  and  pails 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Cesspools 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  roof  of  privies 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  pails 

— 

1 

— 

— 

FACTORIES: 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 

o 

O 

4 

— 

4 

Insufficient  urinal  accommodation 

o 

o 

9 

— J 

— 

2 

Dirty  urinals 

9 

— j 

3 

.1 

4 

Verminous 

i 

i 

— 

1 

Dirty  W.C.’s  (Women)  . 

i 

4 

1 

5 

(Men) 

13 

23 

9 

25 

Defective  or  no  seats  (Women) 

9 

— J 

9 

— 

2 

(Men) 

1 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  (Women) 

9 

— J 

— 

9 

9 

(Men)  ... 

1 

5 

Q 

O 

8 

Defective  W.C.  roofs  (Women)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

9 

(Men) 

1 

2 

— 

9 

Defective  floors  ( W omen ) . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(Men) 

— 

3 

— 

Q 

O 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  (Women) 

— 

2 

— 

9 

-j 

(Men)  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  doors  and  fastenings  (Women) 

1 

9 

(3 

8 

(Men)  ... 

9 

5 

— 

5 

Insufficient  screening  to  W.C.’s  (Women) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(Men)  ... 

4 

1 

—  . 

1 

Dangerous  &  dilapidated  W.C.s  (Women) 

9 

— 

— 

— 

(Men)  ... 

5 

o 

i) 

— 

3 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  (Women) 

i 

— 

— 

— 

(Men)  ... 

9 

9 

— 

2 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  (Women)... 

1 

9 

mJ 

2 

4 

(Men) 

Q 

o 

4 

— 

4 

Insufficient  or  no  spouting  (Women)  ... 

1 

9 

— 

2 

No  washing  facilities  (Men) 

9 

— 

— 

— 

‘20 


No.  of 

No.  of  Defects 
remedied  by 

T  tal 
No.  of 

Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 

Defects 

Informal 

Formal 

Defects 

discovered  during  1939. 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

No  facilities  for  meals 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Dust  and  smoke  nuisances  ... 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Doors  opening-  inwards 

10 

7 

— - 

7 

Water  supply  not  labelled  drinking-  water 

9 

9 

— 

9 

No  drinking  receptacles 

5 

7 

— 

7 

Accumulations 

1 

2 

— 

fc) 

Dangerous  and  dilapidated  structures  ... 

2 

18 

— 

18 

Dirty  factories 

O 

O 

10 

— 

10 

Insanitary  chain  hearths  and  chimneys  ... 

l 

2 

4 

6 

No  intervening  ventilated  space  ... 

1 

1 

-| 

2 

No  means  of  artificial  lighting 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  marked  “Ladies” 
and  ‘ ‘  Gents. ’ ’  . . . 

— 

9 

— 

2 

Fire  Certificates  granted  under  Factory 
Act,  1937  . . 

— 

— 

— 

6 

PIGGERIES: 

Filthy  . 

10 

13 

— 

13 

Dilapidated  ... 

K 

0 

11 

— 

11 

Defective  roofs 

2 

0 

— 

6 

Defective  walls 

o 

O 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  floors 

1 

3 

— 

3 

Accumulations 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  and  insufficient  drainage 

1 

1 

— 

1 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES : 

Dirty  Slaughterhouses 

10 

16 

— 

16 

Dirty  fasting  pens  ... 

25 

29 

— 

29 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  in  walls  ... 

0 

1 

— 

1 

Accumulations 

17 

20 

— 

20 

Defective  yard  paving 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  or  no  spouting  ... 

1 

2 

— 

2 

insanitary  offal  pits 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  roofs  of  slaughterhouses  &  lairs 

1 

3 

— 

o 

Q 

Defective  doors,  casements,  etc.  ... 

1 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  windows  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Defective  and  dangerous  winding  gear  ... 

1 

■  1 

— 

1 

Verminous 

1 

1 

— 

1 
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Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 

No.  of 
Defects 

No.  of  Defects 
remedied  by 
Informal  Formal 

Total 
No.  of 
Defects 

discovered  during  1939. 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

Contravention  of  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

7 

G 

— 

6 

Obstructed  and  defected  drains  ... 

4 

6 

— 

G 

Defective  offal  bins  ... 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Contravention  of  Meat  Regulations 

22 

9 

— - 

9 

Defective  captive  bolt  pistol 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Dirty  refrigerators  ... 

— 

Q 

O 

— 

O 

O 

FOOD  STORES: 

Dirty  ceilings  and  walls 

50 

23 

— 

23 

Dirty  floors  ... 

27 

14 

— 

14 

Defective  roofs 

Q 

o 

3 

— 

o 

O 

Defective  floors 

4 

9 

— 

2 

Defective  ceilings 

21 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  windows  ... 

0 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  doors,  casements,  etc.  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Fixed  windows 

9 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

Insufficient  drainage 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Obstructed  drains  ... 

1 

1 

— _ 

1 

Defective  W.C.  seats  and  joints  ... 

2 

1 

— 

I 

Verminous 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Accumulations 

49 

37 

— 

37 

Paraffin  kept  in 

10 

8 

— 

8 

Contravention  of  Meat  Regulations 

24 

36 

— 

36 

Dirty  utensils 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  paving  .. . 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  bins 

2 

2 

— 

2 

External  and  internal  woodwork  and  spout¬ 
ing  requiring  painting 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

No  washing  facilities 

1 

2  . 

— 

2 

Insufficient  sink  accommodation  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation-... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Insufficient  water  supply  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Dampness 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Root  crops  exposed  to  contamination 

14 

14 

— 

14 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  in  walls  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  or  no  spouting  ... 

— . 

2 

— 

2 

No  facilities  for  meals 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 
discovered  during  1939. 

BAKEHOUSES: 

Defective  roofs 

Defective  window  frames  ... 

Defective  spouting  ... 

Dirty  bakehouses 
Dirty  floors  ... 

Accumulations 
Dirty  windows  and  utensils 
Defective  yard  paving 
Dirty  sanitary  conveniences 
Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  ... 
Defective  floors 
Obstructed  W.C.’s  and  drains 
Insanitary  sinks 

ICE  CREAM  STORES: 

Defective  roofs 
Defective  floors 
Defective  ceilings 
Defective  drainage  ... 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints 
Defective  chimneys  ... 

Insufficient  eaves  and  down  spouting 
Defective  doors,  casements  and  steps 
Dirty  ceilings  anti  walls 
Dirty  floors  ... 

Internal  and  external  painting  required 
Storage  of  firewood  in 
Storage  of  root  crops  in 
Unsuitable  rooms  for  manufacture 

STABLES  AND  ANIMALS: 

Accumulations  of  manure  ... 

Dirty  stables 

Insanitary  manure  pits 

Insufficient  drainage 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals  ... 

Dilapidated  structures 

Defective  floors 


No.  of  Defects 

Total 

No.  of 

remedied  by 

No.  of 

Defects 

Informal 

Formal 

Defects 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

- - 

1 

— 

1 

- - 

1 

Q 

- — 

1 

Q 

17 

O 

Id 

— 

O 

13 

7 

6 

— 

6 

5 

8 

— 

8 

1 

5 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

o 

0 

— 

o 

O 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

__ 

. . 

1 

l 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— - 

1 

1 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

9 

<u 

— 

2 

4 

8 

8 

5 

3 

_ 

Q 

O 

6 

— 

— 

— 

o 

1 

— 

1 

4 

6 

— 

6 

— 

5 

— _ 

5 

1 

2 

— 

2 

No.  of 

No.  of  Defects 
remedied  by 

Total 
No.  of 

Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 

Defects 

Informal 

Formal 

Defects 

discovered  during  1939 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

COWSHEDS: 

Accumulation  of  manure 

— 

o 

o 

1 

4 

Defective  roofs 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Dirty  walls  and  ceiling 

4 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  and  dirty  milking  stools 

1 

5 

— 

5 

Dirty  floors  ... 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  water  supply  ...  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Defective  windows  ... 

- — 

— 

2 

2 

Defective  or  no  spouting  ... 

— - 

3 

1 

4 

Insufficient  paving  ... 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Defective  feeding  troughs  and  stalls 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Dirty  cows 

O 

O 

rj 

( 

— 

ry 

/ 

Defective  floors 

— 

— 

6 

G 

DAIRIES: 

Dirty  walls  and  ceiling 

1 

2 

— 

2 

No  sterilising  plant  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

No  dairy  accommodation  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Accumulations 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  covering  of  milk  churns 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

Dairy  utensils  kept  in  living  room 

1 

— 

— 

— 

URINALS: 

Dirty  and  insanitary 

20 

22 

— 

22 

Insufficient  urinal  accommodation 

9 

*Li 

2 

— 

2 

Insufficient  screening 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  floors 

— 

O 

O 

— 

Q 

o 

SMOKE:  . 

9 

8 

— 

8 

PETROLEUM  STORES: 

Defective  covers  on  underground  tanks  ... 

9 

j—l 

8 

— 

8 

Insufficient  or  obstructed  vent,  pipes 

— 

1 

— 

1 

CARBIDE  STORES: 

Defective  floors 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Accumulations 

— 

1 

— 

1 

WATER  COURSES: 

Foul  watercourses  ... 

2 

2 

— 

9 

JmJ 

Included  in  the  above  enumerations 

are  par 

ticulars 

relating 

to  the 

administration  of  the  Factory  Act,  1937. 


Under  the  Act,  six  Fire  Certificates  have  been  issued,  it  will  be  noted. 
These  have  entailed  a  lot  of  work  as  most  of  the  premises  inspected  were  of 
considerable  size  and  importance  occupying  buildings  of  long  standing.  Many 
alterations  were  necessary  which  are  not  recorded  here. 


B.  THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE 

YEAR,  1939. 

(Distinguishing  Statutory  from  Informal). 


The  number  of 


INFORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December, 

1 938  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  706 


FORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books  31st  December, 
1  ^ 3^  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE 
YEAR,  1939  . 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE 
YEAR,  1939  Re  Shops  Act 

FORMAL  NOTICES  served  during  the  year,  1939... 


308 

1147 

82 

185 


—  2428 


C.  THE  RESULT  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF  SUCH  NOTICES. 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1939, 

which  were  outstanding  31st  December,  1938  458 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1939, 

which  were  served  during  the  year  ...  ...  1034 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1939, 

which  were  served  during  the  year  re  Shops  Act  62 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1939,  which 

were  outstanding  31st  December,  1938  ...  2C6 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1939,  which 

were  served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  133 

- 1893 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  on  the  books  31st 

December,  1939  (For  analysis  below)  ...  ...  535 

Formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  382 


535 


DETAILS  OF  PROSECUTIONS  AND  SUMMONSES  SERVED. 


Date 

Place 

Nature  of  Offence 

Result 

1939 

1 7 th  February 

At  rear  of  172,  High 
Street,  Cradiey  Heath 

Quarter  Sessions  appeal 
against  Council’s  refusal 
to  grant  Slaughterhouse 
Licence 

Appeal 

dismissed 

1  9th  February 

Cowshed  at  No.  1, 
Oakham 

Failing  to  comply  with 
Notices  served  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Orders, 
1926 

Adjourned 
for  work  to 
be  carried 
out 

1  5th  March 

279,  Oldbury  Road, 
Blackheath 

Failing  to  close  shop  for 
the  serving  of  customers 
at  8  p.m. 

Fine  £1 

1  5th  March 

Ditto 

For  aiding  and  abetting 

Fine  10/- 

8th  December 

289,  Halesowen  Road, 

Old  Hill 

Depositing  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  sale,  one  piece  of 
beef,  1  16-lbs.,  which  was 
unsound  and  unfit  for 
food  of  man  on  2nd  June, 
1939 

Fine  £5  and 
£11116 
Costs 

8th  December 

Ditto 

For  aiding  and  abetting 
above 

Fine  £l 

8th  December 

Ditto 

Depositing  as  above,  one 
piece  of  beef,  1  17-lbs. 

Fine  £5 

8th  December 

Ditto 

For  aiding  and  abetting 

Fine  £1 

8th  December 

Ditto 

Depositing,  as  above,  one 
piece  of  meat,  28-lbs. 

Fine  £5 

8th  December 

Ditto 

For  aiding  and  abetting 

Fine  £1 

8th  December 

Ditto 

Depositing  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  sale,  one  piece  of 
meat,  19-lbs.,  on  2nd 
June,  1939 

Fine  £5 

8th  December 

Ditto 

For  aiding  and  abetting 

Fine  £1 

8th  December 

20  and  21,  High  Street, 
Blackheath 

Depositing  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  sale,  one  piece  of 
beef,  98-lbs.,  which  was 
unsound  and  unfit  for 
food  of  man,  on  2nd 
June,  1939 

Fine  £5 

8th  December 

Ditto 

Depositing  one  piece  of 
beef,  22-lbs.,  as  above 

Fine  £5 

8th  December 

Ditto 

Depositing  one  piece  of 
beef,  45-lbs.,  as  above 

Fine  £5 
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COMPLAINTS. 


Complaints  of  a  general  character  were  received  during  the 
year,  numbering  341. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

There  have  been  no  boats  inspected  this  year.  All  repairing 
docks  have  now  been  closed  down. 

OUTWORKERS. 

During  the  year,  25  lists  have  been  received,  containing  184 
names.  14  reminders  were  sent  out  to  employers. 
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(IV).  SHOPS. 

The  Shops  Act  in  its  entirety  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Staff,  and  the  following-  activity  is  recorded:  — 


Shops  inspected  . 

211 

Revisi 

ts  .  145 

No.  found  defective  . 

44 

No.  of  Notices  served 

82 

(This 

includes  for  serving- 

after 

hours)  . 

No.  of  Notices  complied  with 

62 

(This 

includes  Notices  from 

previous  year). 


Nature  of  Defects  discovered  especially  relating 
to  Vent.  Temp,  and  San.  Conveniences. 

No.  of  defects 
found 

No.  of  defects 
remedied 

Forms  F.G.H.  &  K.  not  provided 

26 

13 

Dirty  Water  Closets 

2 

1 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 

2 

2 

Insufficient  drainage  ... 

1 

— 

Insufficient  water  supply 

3 

2 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  ... 

3 

2 

No  facilities  for  meals  ... 

1 

1 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

5 

— 

Dirty  Walls  and  ceilings 

4 

6 

Dangerous  ceilings 

1 

— • 

Defective  floors 

3 

2 

Defective  wall  plaster  ... 

1 

1 

Defective  doorsteps  and  casements 

1 

1 

No.  of  written  warnings  given  ...  ...  38 

No.  of  prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Amount  of  fines  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ^1/10/0 


(V).  CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area  and  no  licences  have 
been  granted. 


(VI).  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Little  complaint  has  been  received  during  the  year.  Powke 
Lane,  Old  Hill,  Blue  Brick-making  has  ceased  and  The  Brades 
brick  works  at  Tividale  has  closed  down.  There  is  no  doubt  there 
has  been  in  the  past  a  considerable  nuisance  from  these  latter 
premises,  and  apart  from  smoke,  other  offensive  emanations  have 
been  detected. 
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(VII).  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 


(a)  An  open-air  swimming  bath  owned  by  the  Council  exists  at 
Haden  Hill  Park.  The  water  has  been  found  satisfactory. 

j 

(b)  There  are  no  privately-owned  swimming  pools  in  the  district 
to  which  the  public  are  admitted. 

(VIII).  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


1.  (a) 

(I) 

Council  houses  infested 

49 

(b) 

(I) 

Other  houses  infested 

9 

(a) 

(II) 

Council  houses  disinfested 

49 

(b) 

(II) 

Other  houses  disinfested  ... 

9 

—  58 

2.  Houses  are  disinfected  by  spraying  with  Zaldecide  and  fumi¬ 
gating  with  Cimex.  New  houses  are  gassed  with  Hydro- 

Cyanide  where  possible. 

3.  All  tenants’  belongings,  prior  to  hostilities,  were  removed  in 
special  vans  and  subjected  to  Cyanide.  Bedding,  etc..,  is  steam 
disinfected. 

4.  The  work  of  gassing  by  Cyanide  in  houses  is  done  by 
contractors. 

5.  A  lady  visitor  is  employed  by  the  Housing  Department  for  the 
supervision  of  Council  house  tenants. 

63  van  loads  of  furniture,  etc.,  representing  69  houses,  were 
removed  and  gassed  with  HCN. 

11  van  loads  of  furniture,  etc.,  representing  19  houses,  were 
removed  and  gassed  with  Cimex. 

1  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 


499 

5248 

229 

4304 

52 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  413 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1492 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  11 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  26 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  40 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  VI — Overcrowding  :  — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  295 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  332 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  1254 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  ... 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  72 
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In  addition  to  the  above  Notices  were  served  on  properties 
in  respect  of  defective  dustbins,  as  follows:  — 


Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  429 

Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  448 

Legal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Legal  Notices  complied  with  by  the  Owner  ...  ...  113 


Legal  Notices  complied  with  by  the  Local  Authority...  53 


The  following  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Council  under  Section  9 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  in  default  of  the  owners:  — 


£  s-  d- 


224,  Whiteheath 

52 

1 

0 

225,  , , 

57 

8 

0 

28,  Dudley  Road,  Rowley  Regis 

23 

4 

6 

9Q 

y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  •  ■  • 

31 

6 

0 

38,  Pearson  Street,  Old  Hill 

40 

14 

0 

U  U  y  ,  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  •  •  • 

40 

0 

0 

12,  Plant  Street,  Old  Hill 

44 

1 

0 

1  Q 

iU)  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  •  *  *  •  •  * 

35 

17 

6 

14,  )  y  j  j  j  j  y  )  •  •  - 

31 

17 

6 

lo  y  5  y  y  y  y  y  y  y  •  •  *  •  •  * 

13 

15 

0 

l  ,  ,  5  y  y  y  y  y  •  •  *  *  *  * 

25 

1 

0 

Situation  of  Properties  upon  which  Demolition  Orders  have  been 
made :  — 

Bungalow,  Woodland  Avenue,  Quarry  Bank,  Cradley  Heath. 
17,  Woodhall  .Street,  Cradley  Heath. 

53,  Dudley  Wood  Road,  Cradley  Heath. 

y  y y  y  y  m  ) y  )  y 

12,  Corngreaves  Road,  Cradley  Heath. 

I 

) >  > >  f f  > ) 

156,  City  Road,  Tividale. 

1  57 

*  >  ) )  )  >  )  > 

221 

y  )  y  y  y  y  y 

222 

y  )  )  )  y  y  y 

No.  4  Pit  (No.  11  house),  City  Road,  Tividale. 

No.  8  Pit,  off  City  Road,  Tividale. 

288,  Dudley  Road,  Tividale. 

9RQ 

y  y  y  y 

9  on 

^J'-jyjy  y  y  i  i  y  y 
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COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDERS  AND 
CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

The  30  Areas  as  set  out  in  detail  in  the  1939  Annual  Report 
were  duly  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in  1939. 

These  represented  183  houses. 
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The  following  12  Clearance  Areas,  embracing  71  houses,  were  represented  to  the  Health  Committee  on  7th  February, 

1939,  and  accepted:  — 
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At  the  Council  Meeting,  27th  February,  these  Areas  were 
referred  back  to  be  reconsidered  by  the  next  Health  Committee 

J 

in  March. 

The  areas  were  again  considered  by  the  Health  Committee 
on  7th  March,  and  it  was  again  resolved  that  the  Council  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  declare  them  as  Clearance  Areas. 

At  the  Council  Meeting  on  27th  March,  these  Areas  were 
again  referred  back  to  be  again  reconsidered  by  the  next  Health 
Committee  to  be  held  in  April. 

The  following  Resolution  was  then  passed:  “That  in  view 
of  the  attitude  of  the  Council  during  the^  last  twelve  months,  these 
(Slum  Clearance)  matters  be  taken  out  of  Local  Government  and 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  because  of  the  interested  persons 
who  are  attached  to  Local  Government.” 

On  26th  July,  R.  W.  Thorpe,  Esq.,  an  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  attended  the  Parliamentary,  Employment  and 
General  Purposes  Committee,  and  after  a  full  discussion,  the  above 
Resolution  was  rescinded  and  the  representation  of  the  12  Areas 
embracing  the  71  houses  was  received  and  accepted.  These  were 
finally  approved  by  the  Council  on  31st  July,  1939. 

In  September,  hostilities  broke  out  and  slum  clearance  matters 
have  since  been  held  in  abeyance.  How  long  this  will  continue  it 
is  difficult  to  say,  but  in  the  meantime  the  tenants  will  have  to  put 
up  with  the  sordid  conditions  through  no  fault  of  their  own. 
Particular  is  the  case  of  the  Bank  Street,  Cradley  Heath  Area. 
Since  the  representation,  all  the  outbuildings  and  washing  facilities 
have  collapsed,  and  no  stretch  of  imagination  can  conceive  the 
horrors  these  people  must  have  faced  in  the  very  trying  winter 
just  experienced. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  13  cowkeepers  in  the  district  occupying  26  cow¬ 
sheds.  The  approximate  number  of  milch  cows  is  153.  There  are 
now  two  bottling  establishments  for  Sterilized  Milk  and  also  one 
for  Pasteurised  Milk. 

No.  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  register  on  December 
31st,  1939  . ‘  . 298 

No.  of  Wholesale  Trades  and  Producers  on  register  on 
December  31st,  1939  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  Pasteurising  Licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licences  granted:  — 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Accedited  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


t  x C 


.(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  ROODS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  0  Registered 
Slaughterhouses  in  use,  15  Slaughterhouses  were  licenced  and  one 
was  refused  a  licence.  The  owner  of  the  latter  appealed  to  the 
uarter  Sessions  against  the  Council’s  decision,  but  the  appeal 
as  dismissed. 

The  Butchers’  Mutual  Insurance  Scheme  for  cattle  continued 
throughout  the  year  with  good  results. 

106  sanitary  defects  were  remedied  in  connection  with 
slaughterhouses,  167  defects  at  Food  Stores,  50  at  Bakehouses, 
and  6  at  Ice  Cream  Stores. 

47  Ice  Cream  Stores  have  been  registered. 

90  Food  Stores  have  been  registered. 

Every  known  animal  slaughtered  in  the  district  has  been 
inspected  as  follows: 


Cattle,  excluding  Cows 

1448 

Cows 

2148 

Calves 

1223 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

13879 

Pigs  . 

8081 

The  undermentioned  Meat  and  Food 
destroyed  during  the  year:  — 

was  condemned  ant 

Weight  (Lbs.) 

Beasts’  Carcases 

3743 

Parts  of  Carcases 

2705 

Beasts’  Heads 

4911 

Beasts’  Lungs  ...  ... 

15791 

Beasts’  Livers 

5231 

Beasts’  Kidneys 

1084 

Beasts’  Hearts 

188“ 

Beasts’  Spleens 

100 

Beasts  Offal 

17759 

Pigs’  Carcases 

1298 

Parts  of  Carcases 

53 

Pigs’  Heads 

1903 

Pigs’  Lungs 

1093 

Pigs’  Plucks 

1002 

Pigs’  Livers 

142 

Pigs’  Hearts 

60 

Pigs’  Offal 

384 

Sheep  Carcases 

424 

Parts  of  Carcases 

1604 

.Sheep  Lungs 

467^ 

Sheep  Livers 

993 

Sheep  Plucks 

186 

Sheep  Kidneys  ... 

5 

Sheep  Hearts 

9 

...  o 

Total  weight:  26  tons,  4  cwts.,  0 

Also  7  Rabbits. 

qrs.,  25  lbs. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

SMALL  POX. 

No  case  occurred  during-  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

41  cases  were  notified  as  against  92  last  year.  The  number 
of  deaths  was  5. 

SCARLET  F  EVER.  UU  ] 

54  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  4  1 
in  1938.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

ENTERIC  FEVER  (including  Paratyphoid)..  r...r7 

No  case  occurred  in  the  district  in  1939. 

PNEUMONIA.  -■  ■■•:.  A-  -  w  .. 

37  cases  were  notified  with  18  deaths.  w.  j 

ERYSIPELAS.  • 

8  cases  were  notified. 

MEASLES. 

There  was  1  death  caused  by  measles  in  1939. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  :  - 

There  were  2  deaths  from  whooping  cough  in  1939. 

CANCER.  '  : 

I ) u ring  1939  there  were  38  deaths  from  cancer  and  malignaht 
disease  as  compared  with  66  in  1938.  .  . 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

4  cases  were  notified  during  1939 — three  of  which  were 
admitted  to  Hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  20  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system  and  5  deaths  from  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  during  1939. 

The  Health  Visitors  pay  domiciliary  visits  and  during  the 
year  1939,  30  visits  and  594  re-visits  were  so  paid. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

This  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  particulars  of  the  work  are  contained  earlier  in  the 
report. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings, 

Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

December,  1940. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  work 
of  the  School  Medical  Service  for  the  year  ended  December  31st, 
1939.  The  closing  of  the  Schools  until  adequate  shelter  accom¬ 
modation  had  been  provided  interfered  somewhat  with  the  routine 
work  of  the  School  Medical  Service. 

During  the  year,  in  conjunction  with  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee,  Mr.  L.  H.  Thompson  was  appointed  as  whole¬ 
time  Dental  Surgeon.  It  will  now  be  possible  for  every  child  to 
be  examined  and  treated  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  six  months. 

I  again  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  the  Teachers  and  to  my  Staff  for  their  helpful 
co-operation. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  ASKER, 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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I.  CO-ORDINATION, 


(a)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Medical  Staff  and  the  School  Nurses  are  also  occupied  in 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work.  By  this  arrangement  all 
children  from  a  few  days  old  until  they  leave  school  come  under 
the  supervision  of  the  same  staff.  This  supervision  consists  of:  — 

(1)  Home  visiting  by  the  Nursing  Staff. 

(2)  Attendance  at  the  Welfare  Centres  and  School  Clinics, 
and  medical  inspection  at  the  schools. 

(b)  Nursery  Schools  and  Nursery  Classes. 

As  yet  the  Education  Committee  have  no  nursery  schools  or 
nursery  classes, 

(c)  The  Care  of  Debilitated  Children  under  School  Age, 

These  children  are  dealt  with  through  the  services  provided 
by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee.  Arrangements 
— similar  to  those  made  by  the  Education  Committee — are  in  force 
for  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments,  Errors  of  Refraction  (includ¬ 
ing  Provision  of  Spectacles),  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids, 
Orthopaedic  Defects,  Dental  Defects  and  Ear  Defects. 

(d)  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint  Tuberculosis 

Committee. 

This  Committee  provides  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment 
both  at  the  Dispensaries  and  in  Sanatoria. 


M.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE, 


(a)  Surroundings. 

The  School  surroundings  are,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory — 
there  is  ample  playground  accommodation  but  there  are  still  a 
few  playgrounds  with  irregular  surfaces  which  are  dusty  in  the 
summer  and  muddy  in  the  winter.  One  or  two  schools  are  situated 
close  to  roads  bearing  heavy  traffic,  this  is  most  unsatisfactory, 
both  from  a  teaching  and  health  point  of  view. 

(b)  School  Buildings. 

As  in  previous  years,  repairs  together  with  interior  and 
exterior  decorations,  have  been  carried  out  at  several  schools. 

(c)  Ventilation. 

This,  in  the  main,  is  satisfactory. 

The  Teachers  realise  the  importance  of  properly  ventilated 
class-rooms  and  take  all  the  necessary  steps  to  ensure  the  admission 
of  fresh  air. 


(d)  Lighting  \ 

(e)  Heating  J 


There  is  nothing  new  to  report  under 
these  headings. 

(f)  Equipment. 

Some,  of  the  existing  school  desks  and  seats  are  very  unsatis- 
factory  and  should  be  scrapped  and  replaced  by  modern  ones. 
Unsatisfactory  seats  and  desks  cause  unnecessary  fatigue  and  may 
give  rise  to  errors  of  posture. 

(g)  Water  Supply, 

This  is  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

(h)  Refuse  Disposal. 

All  the  schools  are  provided  with  portable  sanitary  dustbins 
which  are  emptied  weekly  by  the  Sanitary  Department.  Bins  are 
renewed  when  necessary. 


fi)  Cloakrooms  ami  Provision  for  Drying  Clothes  and  Footwear. 

In  the  recently  built  schools  and  extension  of  existing  schools 
the  •'cloakroom  accommodation,  etc.,  is  satisfactory,  but  elsewhere 
it  hiu st  be  considered  unsatisfactory.  Cloakrooms  should  he 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  building  by  cross-ventilated  pass¬ 
ages.  They  should  be  well  lighted,  ventilated  and  warmed.  Each 
child  should  have  its  own  peg  so  placed  that  hats,  etc.,  do  not 
touch. 

(j)  Arrangements  for  Ideals. 

At  certain  schools  where  the  children  are  unable  to  return 
home  for  dinner  the  teachers  assist  in  supervising  their  meals. 

(k)  Cleanliness  of  Schools. 

These  are  maintained  in  a  cleanly  condition. 


Systematic  Instruction  in  Hygiene. 

Instruction  is  given  in  most  of  the  schools  to  a  great  or  lesser 
degree  .but  , not  to  the  extent  that  it  should  be.  Hygiene  is  the 


most  important  subject  in  the  curriculum  and  everv  child  should 
not  only  be  instructed  in  hygiene’  but  as  far  as  possible  trained  in 


a  hygienic  wav  ol 

-  o  - 


life. 


II U  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION, 

(a)  Age  Croups  of  Children  Inspected. 

Routine  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  as  far  as  possible 
during  the  year  and  most  school  departments  were  visited  for  this 
purpose.  The  children  examined  were  entrants,  intermediates  and 
leavers,  he.,  as  soon  as  possible  after  starting  school,  at  the  age 
of  eight  and  at  the  age  of  twelve, 

o 
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All  children  previously,  found  to  be  defective  were  re-examined 
unless  examined  in  one  of  the  code  groups. 

(b)  The  Board  of  Education’s  Schedule  of  Medical  Inspection  was 
used.  The  statistical  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  tables  at  the 
end  of  the  report. 

IV,  FINDINGS  OF  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Of  the  1,225  children  inspected  at  the  Schools  it  was  found 
that  174*  were  found  to  require  treatment,  i.e.,  14.20%.  The 
percentage  in  the  three  age  groups  was  approximately  as  follows: 

Entrants 
Intermediates 
Leavers 

*This  figure  does  not  include  children  requiring  treatment  for 
malnutrition,  uncleanliness  or  dental  defects. 

(a)  Uncleanliness. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  majoritv  of  children  inspected  were 
found  to  be  in  a  cleanly  condition. 

Vermin  surveys  were  undertaken  at  intervals  throughout  the 
year  in  all  the  schools  in  the  Borough.  Rv  reference  to  table  VI, 
group  II,  it  will  be  seen  that  16,081  examination  (17,531  in  1938) 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  that  695  individual  children 
(621  in  1938)  were  found  to  be  verminous. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  uncleanliness  in  the 
various  schools  throughout  the  Borough:  — 


19.76% 

13.94% 

12.29% 


School 

Cradley  Heath  Senior  Boys 
Cradley  Heath  Senior  Girls 
Cradley  Heath  Infants  ... 
Corngreaves  Junior  Boys 
Corngreaves  Junior  Girls 
Corngreaves  Infants 
Reddal  Hill  Infants 
Macefields  Senior  Boys 
Macefields  Senior  Girls 
Old  Hill  Junior  Mixed  ... 
Old  Hill  Infants 
Rowley  Regis  Central  Mixed 
Wright’s  Lane  Infants 
Blackheath  Junior  Mixed 


Average  No.  of 
children  examined 

Percentage 

at  each  survey 

unclean 

178 

— 

138 

4.00 

167 

3.40 

331 

— 

182 

6.45 

169 

3.86 

154 

7.29 

1 36 

1.10 

146 

15.72 

802 

10.94 

114 

8.53 

250 

4.80 

175 

9.73 

370 

3.38 

Average  No.  of 
children  examined 

Percentage 

at  each  survey 

unclean 

Blackheath  Infants 

274 

7.42 

Beeches  Road  Junior  Mixed 

290 

3.34 

Beeches  Road  Infants  ... 

153 

3.04 

Rowley  Regis  Senior  Boys 

320 

.62 

Siviter’s  Lane  Senior  Girls 

280 

17.50 

Siviter’s  Lane  Infants  ... 

305 

11.35 

Doulton  Road  Junior  Mixed 

247 

11.13 

Knowle  Infants  ... 

166 

6.02 

Tividale  Mixed 

306 

2.83 

livid  ale  Infants 

240 

4.78 

City  Road  lunior  Mixed 

320 

5.62 

(b)  Nutrition, 

By  reference  to  Table  II  it  will  be  seen  that  of  711  children 
examined  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  237  were  reported  as  being 
of  excellent  nutrition,  380  normal,  91  sub-normal  and  3  were  bad. 

(c)  Visual  Defects  and  External  Eye  Diseases. 

All  cases  where  at  medical  inspection  the  vision  is  found  to 
be  worse  than  6/9,  6/9  are  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
for  special  examination.  Cases  with  even  so  good  a  vision  as  6/6, 
6/9,  are  referred  if  there  are  any  symptoms  pointing  to  eye  strain. 
External  eye  diseases  are  generally  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments 
Clinic,  but  if  necessary  are  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

(d)  Nose  and  Throat  Defects. 

Cases  of  Chronic  Tonsilitis  and  Adenoids  form  the  bulk  of 
defects  under  this  heading.  103  cases  were  referred  for  operative 
treatment  and  70  cases  were  referred  for  observation.  Other  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  nose  and  throat  requiring  treatment  were  referred 
to  private  practitioners. 

(e)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing, 

All  cases  are  first  referred  to  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 
Chronic  or  difficult  cases  are  then  referred  to  the  Aural  Clinic  for 
further  examination  and  treatment.  There  is  a  tendency  on  the 
part  of  some  parents  to  regard  running  ears  as  a  trivial  defect 
with  the  result  that  nothing  is  done  and  the  condition  is  allowed 
to  become  chronic.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  all 
cases  of  running  ears  should  have  treatment  until  the  condition 
is  cured. 

(f)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

Five  cases  were  found  to  be  requiring  treatment.  These  are 
mainly  cases  of  faulty  posture  and  could,  to  a  great  extent,  be 
prevented  by  providing  proper  desks  and  seats.  The  desks  and 
seats  should  be  made  to  fit  the  child  and  not  vice  versa. 
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(g)  Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism, 

Cases  of  heart  disease  and  rheumatism  are  referred  to  private 
medical  practitioners  for  treatment,  and  in  the  intervals  between 
periods  of  treatment  are  kept  under  observation  at  the  Clinics. 
The  scheme  is  still  under  consideration  for  the  provision  of  a 
Rheumatic  Hospital  School  for  Children.  The  authorities  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  provision  of  the  school  are  the  Worcester  County 
Education. Committee,  the  Stafford  County  Education  Committee, 
the  Dudley  Education  Committee,  the  Oldbury  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Rowley  Regis  Education  Committee. 

Children  suffering  or  convalescent  from  acute  rheumatism  are 
definitely  in  need  of  special  institutional  treatment.  There  is 
generally  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  hospital  accommodation  for 
the  acute  cases,  but  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  satisfactory  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  prolonged  treatment  required  bv  convalescent 
cases.  These  cases  require  rest  in  bed  for  long  periods — rest 
which  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  at  home— and  the  provision  of  the 
suggested  hospital  school  would  enable  these  cases  to  have  the 
proper  treatment. 

(h)  Tuberculosis, 

Any  cases  of  Tuberculosis — definite  or  suspected,  discovered 
at  Routine  Medical  Inspection — are  referred  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  examination  and, 
if  necessary,  treatment. 

(i)  Dental  Defects, 

All  the  children  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  School  Dental 
Officer  so  that  dental  defects  discovered  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  are  not  recorded.  Nevertheless,  il  the  parents  of 
children  suffering  from  dental  defects  are  present,  opportunity  is 
taken  to  point  out  the  need  for  treatment  and  to  urge  them  to 
give  their  consent  to  such  treatment  as  the  School  Dental  Officer 
may  advise  on  the  occasion  of  his  next  visit. 

(j)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases. 

Cases  of  other  defects  or  diseases  found  to  be  in  need  of  treat¬ 
ment  are  referred  to  private  medical  practitioners. 

V.  FOLLOWING  UP. 

All  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  are  re-exam¬ 
ined  at  intervals  bv  the  School  Medical  Officers — in  addition  visits 
are  paid  to  the  homes  of  the  children  by  the  School  Nurses.  I  he 
following  figures  show  the  amount  of  work  carried  out:  — 

o  o 


Number  of  individual  children  attending  clinics  ...  715 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  childien  ...  ...  1754 

Number  of  primal'}'  visits  by  School  Nurses  to  homes  934 
Number  of  re-visits  by  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  139 

Number  of  attendances  by  Nurses  at  School  Clinics  ...  023 


Vi,  ARRANGEMENT  FOR  TREATMENT, 

With  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Grant-aided 
schemes  for  necessitous  cases  have  been  developed,  and  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  following  conditions  is  provided  by  the  Education 
Committee ;  — 

Minor  ailments,  errors  of  refraction  (including  the  provision 
of  spectacles),  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  orthopaedic 
defects,  dental  defects,  X-ray  treatment  of  ringworm  and 
'  ear  defects. 

School  Clinics  are  held  as  follows:- — 

(1)  MACE  STREET,  OLD  HILL;  for  Schools  in  Cradley  Heath 
Ward  and  Old  Hill  Ward,  at  9  a.m.  on  Thursday. 

(2)  CARLYLE  ROAD,  ROWLEY  REGIS;  for  Schools  in  Black- 
heath  and  Rowley  Regis  Wards,  at  9.80  a.m.  on  Monday. 

(3)  PUBLIC  OFFICES,  DUDLEY  ROAD,  TIVIDALE;  for 
Schools  in  Tividale  Ward,  at  9.30  a.m,  on  Monday. 

(4)  KNOAVLE  INFANTS’  SCHOOL,  DUDLEY  RD.,  SPRING- 
FIELD.  An  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held  on  Thursday  after¬ 
noons  and  a  certain  number  of  school  children  have  to  be  seen 
as  it  is  impossible  to  send  small  children  from  this  area  to  a 
distant  Clinic. 

(a)  Uncleanliness. 

Education  propaganda  is  carried  on  by  means  of  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  leaflets  to  parents  on  the  subject  of  cleanliness. 

Combs  are  provided  at  the  Clinics  for  loan  to  parents  for  the 
treatment  of  children  with  verminous  heads. 

(b)  Minor  Ailments  and  Diseases  ot  the  Skin. 

The  number  of  minor  ailments  treated  during  the  year  at 
Clinics  was  238.  Most  of  the  cases  were  skin  conditions,  especi¬ 
ally  impetigo  and  septic  sores,  otorrhoea,  blepharitis  and  trivial 
injuries,  which  would  not  have  received  treatment  from  private 
doctors  had  the  Clinics  not  been  in  existence. 

Most  of  the  ordinary  skin  diseases  are  dealt  with  at  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics,  with  very  successful  results,  but  the  Education 
Committee  lias  an  arrangement  with  the  Birmingham  Skin 
Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  difficult  cases. 
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An  arrangement  exists  by  which  X-ray  treatment  of  ringworm 
can  be  given  at  this  Hospital. 

Cases  of  otorrhoea  resistant  to  ordinary  treatment  are 
referred  to  the  Aural  Clinic. 

(c)  Visual  Defects  and  External  Eye  Disease. 

Ophthalmic  Clinics  were  held  at  Carlyle  Road  Clinic,  Mace 
Street  Clinic  and  Tividale  Clinic. 

Many  minor  cases  of  external  eve  disease  were  treated  at  the 
Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  but  if  they  did  not  clear  up  within  a  short 
period  they  were  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  further 
examination. 

289  cases  were  examined  during  the  year  by  Dr.  F.  N.  Newell- 
Roberts,  the  Authority’s  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  They  were 
classified  as  follows  : — 

NEW  CASES. 

Hypermetropia 
Hypermetropic  A  s  t  i  g  m  a  t  i  s  m 
Mixed  Astigmatism 
Myopia 

Myopic  Astigmatism 
Squint 

High  Myopia 
Corneal  Opacities 
Nystagmus 
Ptosis 

Congenital  Defects 
Other 


104 


39 

7 

13 

5 

14 


1 

6 


R  E  -  E  X  AM  I  NAT  IONS. 

Hypermetropia  ... 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 
Mixed  Astigmatism 
Myopia 

Myopic  Astigmatism 
Squint 

High  Myopia 
Corneal  Opacities 
Nystagmus 

Ptosis  ...  ...  ..., 

Congenital  Defects 
Other  Defects 


6 

65 

8 

28 

11 

54 


13 


185 


(d )  Nose  and  Throat  Defects. 

124  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  received  operative 
treatment  under  the  Authority’s  scheme  compared  with  144  last 
year.  In  addition,  15  cases — recommended  through  the  School 
Medical  Services— had  operations  ;  the  cost  of  these  was  borne 
by  certain  firms  in  the  borough.  Of  the  189  cases,  in  62  cases  the 
operation  was  performed  at  the  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital,  and  in 
the  other  77  cases  at  the  Children’s  Hospital.  Non-operative 
cases  of  nose  and  throat  defects  are  referred  to  private  medical 
practitioners. 

(e)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. 

An  Aural  Clinic  is  held  at  Carlyle  Road,  Rowley  Regis,  and 
during  the  year  seven  sessions  have  been  held,  at  which  86  children 
have  received  treatment  and  112  attendances  were  made. 

(f)  Dental  Defects, 

Every  effort  is  made  at  every  possible  opportunity  to  stress 
to  parents  and  children  alike  the  importance  of  a  clean  mouth. 
Constant  dental  supervision  is  necessary  to  ensure  this  and  the 
teeth  should  be  inspected  every  six  months  and  any  necessary 
treatment  carried  out. 

(g)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects, 

Treatment  is  provided  at  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hospital  and 
at  the  “  Woodlands,”  Open-air  Hospital  and  School,  Birmingham. 

The  number  of  school  children  treated  under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme  was  19.  Sixteen  received  treatment  as  out-patients  only 
and  one  case  received  treatment  as  an  in-patient  only;  whilst  two 
cases  received  treatment  as  both  in-patients  and  out-patients.  The 
result  of  treatment  of  these  defects  has  been  very  good. 

An  arrangement  exists  between  the  Education  Committee  and 
the  Dudley  Education  Committee  by  which  massage  and  exercises 
can  be  given  to  children  from  this  Borough  at  “  The  Firs,” 
Dudley,  the  cost  being  the  same  as  at  the  Royal  Cripples’ 
Hospital,  Birmingham.  During  the  year  eight  cases  received 
treatment  at  Dudley.  This  arrangement  is  much  more  convenient 
for  residents  in  certain  parts  of  the  area,  and  saves  the  Education 
Committee  a  certain  amount  of  expense  in  travelling  fares  for 
necessitous  cases. 

Five  of  the  cases  treated  at  “  The  Firs,”  Dudley,  were  also 
treated  as  out-patients  at  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hospital. 

Appliances  were  supplied  during  the  year  in  11  cases. 


The  School  Nurses  visit  cases  which  have  ceased  to  attend 
hospital  before  their  treatment  has  been  completed,  and  these 
visits  often  stimulate  the  parents  to  persevere  in  attendance. 

(h)  Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism. 

These  cases  are  referred  to  private  medical  practitioners  for 
treatment. 

Rheumatic  children  are  kept  under  regular  observation  at  the 
School  Clinics,  but  are  referred  to  their  private  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  for  treatment. 

(i )  Tuberculosis. 

As  stated  earlier  in  the  Report,  cases  are  referred  for  diag¬ 
nosis  and  treatment  to  the  Dudley  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  of  the 
Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton  and  Dud'ev  Joint  Tuberculosis 
Committee.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  indicates  if  exclusion  from 
school  is  desirable  and,  if  so,  for  what  length  of  time.  This 
exclusion  is  then  confirmed  by  the  .School  Medical  Officer. 
Sanatorium  treatment  is  also  arranged  by  the  Joint  Committee. 

(j)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases. 

Most  of  the  defects  are  treated  by  private  medical  practitioners 
and  cases  of  acute  disease,  when  seen  at  the  School  Clinics,  are 
referred  at  once  to  private  medical  practitioners. 

VII.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(a)  Ascertainment. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  compulsorily  notifiable,  a  weekly 
report  is  made  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  non-notifiable  infectious 
diseases,  such  as  measles,  whooping-cough  and  chicken-pox,  and 
home  visits  are  made  by  the  nurses,  advice  being  given  on  general 
hygiene  and  on  the  prevention  of  infection. 

The  Head  Teachers  made  the  following  reports  during  the 
year  1939,  as  compared  with  1938 


1939. 

1938. 

Measles 

135 

49 

Mumps  ... 

114 

11 

Chicken-pox 

103 

245 

Scarlet  F ever 

7 

9 

Whooping  Cough 

38 

21 

Diphtheria 

8 

29 

German  Measles 

— 

— 

These  weekly  reports  by  the  Head  Teachers  are  valuable 
information  as  to  the  prevalence  of  non-notifiable  diseases.  If  it 
were  not  for  them  the  only  information  available  would  be  the 
return  of  deaths  from  the  diseases  in  question. 


(b)  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  exclusion  of  children  follow  strictly  on  the  lines  set  forth 
in  the  circular  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  The  particulars  of  children  excluded  are  forwarded  to 
the  Head  Teachers  and  the  School  Attendance  Officers  on  the  day 
of  exclusion.  As  far  as  is  practicable  co-operation  has  been 
arranged  with  the  Sunday  Schools,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
supplies  lists  of  contacts. 

(c)  Disinfection. 

Each  house  in  which  a  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  is 
reported  is  visited  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector;  instructions  are 
given,  disinfectants  supplied  and  fumigation  of  clothing  carried  out. 

(d)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Facilities  were  available  for  school  children  to  be  immunised 
against  diphtheria  at  the  School  Clinics,  but  unfortunately  very 
few  children  availed  themselves  of  these. 

(e)  School  Closure. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary,  but  individual  children 
are  excluded  as  required. 

(f)  Hospital  Treatment. 

Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  removed  to  Hayley 
Green  Hospital  of  the  North  Worcestershire  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  Committee  and  the  Stallings  Lane  Hospital,  King- 
swinford. 


VI  H .  OPEN  AIR  EDUCATION. 

(a)  Playground  Classes. 

In  the  summer  months  open-air  classes  are  held  in  Haden 
Hill  Park,  with  very  good  results. 

(b)  Open-air  Classrooms  in  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

A  covered  playground  in  which  classes  could  be  held  is 
provided  at  the  new  Rowley  Regis  Senior  Boys’  School. 

IX.  PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

Flie  Authority’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of  free  milk  meals, 
which  came  into  force  in  1932,  is  still  in  operation.  Most  of  the 
children  receiving  free  milk  show  definite  benefit. 

A  Table  is  given  below  showing  for  each  month  the  number 
of  individual  children  fed,  and  the  total  number  of  milk  meals 
supplied  : — 
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Month. 

January  . 

February 

March  '  . 

April 

May 

june 

July 

August 

September 

October  . 

N  ovember 

December 


Individual 
Children  Fed. 
380 
406 

376 
454 
365 
375 

377 
331 

220 

312 

363 


Total  Number  of 
Milk  Meals  Supplied. 
11,579 
13,917 
16,079 
9,038 
12,679 
12,872 
13,524 
2,411 

5,059 

10,134 

8,864 


3,959  116,156 


X.  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  percentages  of  the  examinations 
at  which  a  parent  or  relative  attended. 

Entrants.  Intermediates.  Leavers. 

1938  ...  79.64%  63.35%  38.01% 

1939  ...  71.25%  68.25%  31.85% 

The  attendance  of  a  parent  is  extremely  valuable,  not  only 
does  it  enable  defects  and  facilities  for  their  treatment  to  be  pointed 
out,  but  it  also  enables  the  medical  inspector  to  obtain  information 
which  is  of  considerable  value  to  him  in  forming  a  correct  estimate 
of  the  child’s  health. 


XL  CO-OPERATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

The  Head  Teachers  and  Staffs  of  the  Schools  have  been  most 
helpful  in  making  arrangements  for  medical  inspection. 

XII.  CO-OPERATION  OF  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE 

OFFICERS. 

Many  children  were  referred  to  the  Clinics  by  the  School 
Attendance  Officers  during  the  year  for  examination.  1  he  reports 
of  the  School  Attendance  Officers  on  absentees  afford  information 
of  many  cases  of  non-notiiiable  infectious  diseases.  As  has  been 
mentioned  in  another. part  of  the  Report,  all  exclusions  are  reported 
on  the  same  day  to  the  School  Attendance  Officers. 


XNi.  CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 


(a)  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

Suitable  cases  have  been  referred  to  Inspector  Pine,  whose 
efforts  have  often  produced  good  results. 

(b)  Nursing  Associations. 

Three  exist  in  the  district  at  Old  Hill  and  Cradley  Heath  ;  at 
Blackheath  and  Rowley  Regis  and  at  Tividale,  and  do  excellent 
work. 

XIV.  BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC 

CHILDREN. 

(a)  Ascertainment. 

The  School  Nurses  and  the  School  Attendance  Officers  co¬ 
operate  in  this  matter,  cases  being  referred  to  the  School  Clinics. 
Assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  Staffordshire  Association  for 
Mental  Welfare  and  the  Secretary’s  report  will  be  found  below. 

(b)  Arrangements  made  for  Supervision  of  Mentally  Defective 

Children  not  in  Special  Schools. 

All  such  children  are  supervised  and  routine  visits  are  made 
by  the  School  Nurses  and  School  Attendance  Officers.  Occasional 
visits  are  also  paid  by  Officials  of  the  Staffordshire  Association  for 
Mental  Welfare.  The  Occupation  Centre  at  Old  Hill,  although 
primarily  for  ineducable  defectives,  also  dealt  with  a  few  educable 
cases  which  are  for  some  reason  unsuitable  for  a  Public  Elementary 
School. 

(c)  Staffordshire  Association  for  Mental  Welfare. 

“  Report  on  work  carried  out  for  the  Rowley  Regis  Education 

Committee  during  1939. 

“  1  have  pleasure  in  presenting  a  report  of  the  work  carried 
“  out  on  behalf  of  the  Rowley  Regis  Education  Committee  by  the 
“Staffordshire  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  during  1939. 

“  In  the  Rowley  Regis  area  28  feeble-minded  children  were 
“  supervised  by  home-visiting,  approximately  90  visits  being  made 
“  to  the  homes.  It  was  also  found  necessary  from  time  to  time 
“  to  interview  and  enlist  the  help  of  other  services  for  the  welfare 
“  of  these  children.  In  this  connection  we  are  grateful  for  the 
“  ready  help  always  shown  by  Probation  Officers,  School  Attend- 
“  ance  Officers,  Labour  Exchange  Supervisors,  Teachers  and 
“  prospective  employers. 

“  Of  the  28  children  supervised,  one  attends  a  residential 
“  special  school,  8  are  attending  the  Old  Hill  Occupation  Centre, 
“  5  have  left  school  and  obtained  work,  while  5  remain  at  home, 
“  7  are  attending  the  elementary  schools,  and  during  the  year  one 
“  child  was  notified  as  ineducable  to  the  Local  Authority.  One 
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“child  has  died  during  the  year.  Nine  children  are  classed  as 
educable  in  special  schools.  Three  children  attained  the  age 
“of  16  years  and  are  no  longer  the  responsibility  of  the  Education 
“  Committee,  but  this  Association  will  continue  to  keep  in  friendly 
“  touch  with  them  as  far  as  possible. 

“  Fhe  year  has  been  marked  by  the  publication  of  the  Report 
“of  the  Feversham  Committee  on  the  Voluntary  Mental  Health 
“  Services.  One  important  recommendation  of  the  Report  is  the 
“  formation  of  a  Mental  Health  Committee  to  serve  each  Local 
“  Authority.  This,  the  report  points  out,  would  result  in  the 
“  co-operation  of  all  Mental  Health  Services  and  prevent  over- 
“  lapping.  Amongst  recommendations  as  to  the  mental  health 
“  of  children  the  Report  gives  emphasis  to  the  need  for  special 
“  schools  or  special  classes  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  dull  and 
“backward  and  feeble-minded  children. 

“  Ascertainment  at  an  early  age  is  vital  for  the  successful 
“  formation  of  such  a  school  or  class,  and  it  is  noted  that  here 
“  the  services  of  an  educational  psychologist  are  extremely  valuable 
“  — for,  in  addition  to  help  with  ascertainment,  advice  on  the 
“  educational  programmes  suitable  for  such  children  would  be 
“  available.  Teachers  of  such  classes  must  have  special  under- 
“  standing  of  the  limitations  and  environmental  factors  of  the 
“  children  in  their  care,  and  gain  knowledge  of  the  best  way  to 
“  deal  with  the  problems  they  present.  Close  co-operation  between 
“parent  and  teacher  is  invaluable,  and  our  experience  in  home 
“  visiting  of  the  feeble-minded  children  is  that  parents  have  proved 
“to  be  very  grateful  for  any  help  or  advice  given  and  have 
“  benefitted  from  the  discussion  of  their  children’s  problems  with 
“one  who  understands  their  difficulties. 

“  With  the  increase  of  juvenile  delinquency,  magistrates  have 
“  found  themselves  faced  with  numerous  problem  children  and 
“  chidren  whose  behaviour  is  upset  by  emotional  disturbances. 
“  For  these,  the  services  of  a  Child  Guidance  Clinic  is  needed  in 
“every  area  and  is  strongly  recommended  by  the  Feversham 
“  Report.  It  is  also  felt  that  the  formation  of  Nursery  Schools 
“will  prove  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  mental  health  of  many 
“  children,  for  it  has  often  been  established  that  many  disturb- 
“  ances  in  later  life  have  their  origin  in  pre-school  days. 

10  children  from  the  Rowley  Regis  area  and  5  from  outside 
“  the  area  attend  the  Old  Hill  Centre  for  ineducable  children,  where 
“  they  receive  daily  training  which  helps  them  to  become  better 
“  adjusted  to  take  their  place  in  the  world  with  normal  people. 
“In  July,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  Old  Hill  Centre 
Committee,  all  the  children  had  the  joy  of  a  fortnight’s  Summer 
“  Camp  holiday  at  Lichfield.  Only  those  in  close  touch  with  the 
“  children  know  the  happiness  this  holiday  brings  to  them  and 
the  benefit  in  health  they  receive  from  the  fresh  air  and  change 
“  of  environment.  It  has  been  observed  that  during  this  holiday 
“  a  definite  improvement  in  habits  and  behaviour  has  taken  place 
“  in  some  of  the  children. 
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“  On  the  outbreak  of  war  it  was  found  necessary  To  close 
“  the  Centre  temporarily.  During  the  closure  a  home  teaching 
“  scheme  was  carried  out  by  members  of  the  staff  and,  when 
“  suitable  arrangements  in  connection  with  A.R.P.  had  been  made, 
“  the  Centre  re-opened  on  a  full-time  basis. 

“  The  Association  is  grateful  for  the  co-operation  and 
“continued  support  shown  by  the  Rowley  Regis  Education 
“  Committee  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  in  this  area.  - 

“  F.  H.  TOSH,  Organising  Secretary.” 


(d)  Day  Open-air  Schools. 

Rowley  Regis  does  not  possess  an  open-air  school. 

(e)  Residental  Open-air  Schools. 

None  are  provided.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
Tottenham  Education  Committee  by  which  a  number  of  delicate 
and  debilitated  children  from  this  area  may  be  received  into  their 
Residential  Open-Air  School  at  Hayling  Island.  Three  cases 
received  treatment  during  the  year.  Considerable  benefit  was 
noted  in  every  case. 


XV.  PARENTS1  PAYMENTS. 

Parents,  according  to  an  approved  scale  of  income,  contribute 
towards  the  cost  of  treatment  at  the  Children’s  Hospital  and  the 
Ear  and  Throat  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Cases  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  pay  a  small  charge 
for  ointment,  dressings,  etc. 

XVI.  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Systematic  instruction  in  hygiene  is  given  in  the  majority  of 
the  schools,  whilst  in  other  Departments  incidental  references  are 
made  in  the  course  of  the  general  work. 

The  Health  and  Cleanliness  Council  supplied  literature  which 
was  distributed  to  the  children  in  the  schools. 


XVII.  SPECIAL  ENQUIRIES. 


No  special  enquiries  have  been  made. 


TABLE  I. 


RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1939. 

A— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups: — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  167 

Second  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  674 

Third  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  383 

Total  ...  .7.  1224 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  ...  ...  1 

Grand  Total  ...  1225 

B— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  2890 


TABLE  II. 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the 
Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Croups  up  to  31st  August,  1939. 


Age  groups 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

i 

D 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

Entrants 

58 

17 

29.31 

34 

58.62 

7 

12.07 

— 

— 

Second  Age-group 

421 

119 

28.27 

245 

58.19 

54 

12.83 

3 

0.71 

Third  Age-group 

231 

100 

43.29 

101 

43.72 

30 

12.99 

— ■ 

— 

Other  Routine 
Inspections 

1 

1 

100. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

711 

237 

33.33 

380 

53.44 

91 

12.81 

3 

0.42 

TABLE  IN, 


BLIND  CHILDREN. 


Name 

Age 

Address 

At  a  Public 
Elementary 
School 

At  another 
Institution. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DEAF  CHILDREN. 

Name 

Age 

Address 

At  a  Public 
Elementary 
School 

At  another 
Institution 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  IV. 


TREATMENT  TABLES. 

Croup  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Table  VI). 


Disease  or  Defect. 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects  tre 
under  treatment  during 

ated,  or 
the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority's 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm— Scalp. 

(1)  X-Ray  Treatment  ... 

— 

— 

— 

(2)  Other  ,,  . 

— 

— 

— - 

Ringworm — Body 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies  ... 

4 

3 

7 

Impetigo  •••  •  •  •  •••  •  • . 

45 

2 

47 

Other  skin  diseases 

34 

2 

36 

Minor  Eye  Defects  ... 

12 

2 

14 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.) 

Minor  Ear  Defects  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Miscellaneous 

142 

4 

146 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains, 

etc.) 

Totail  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

238 

16 

254 
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TABLE  IV. — continued. 


Croup  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  i). 


No.  of  Defects  dealt  with 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  the 
Authori¬ 
ty’s 

Scheme. 

Other¬ 

wise. 

Total. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint). 

269 

2 

271 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes  (ex¬ 
cluding  those  recorded  in  Group  I.).  ... 

20 

— 

20 

Total 

289 

2 

291 

- 

Under 

the 

Authori- 

Other- 

Total 

ty’s 

wise 

Scheme 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed  . 

144 

2 

146 

(b)  Obtained  . ..T . 

31 

113 

144 

TABLE  IV. — continued. 


Croup  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 


Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 
(1) 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 

123 


(iv) 


By  Private  Prac¬ 
titioner  or  Hos¬ 
pital,  apart  from 
the  Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 

20 


(iv) 


Total. 

(3) 

(i) 

(0 

(iii) 

(iv) 

1 

— 

143 

— 

Received  other 
forms 

of  Treatment. 


(4) 


Total 

number 

treated. 


(5) 


144 


(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  only,  (iii)  Tonsils  and' Adenoids, 
(iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 


Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

Number  of  Children  treated  : — 

(1)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  : 

Residential  treatment  with  education 
Residential  treatment  without  education 
Non-residential  treatment  at  an  orthopaedic  clinic 

(2)  Otherwise 

Residential  treatment  with  education 
Residential  treatment  without  education 
Non-residential  treatment  at  an  orthopaedic  clinic 


3 


18 


1 


1 


Total  number  treated  ...  21 
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TABLE  V. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were — 

(i)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist: 

Aged : 


Routine  Age  Groups  < 


Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Total  Routine  and  Specials  ...  3554 


(2) 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

... 

.  3233 

(3) 

Number  actually  treated 

... 

.  821 

(4) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  .  . 

.  1355 

(5) 

Half-days  devoted  to:  — 

Inspection 

20 

Treatment 

136 

- -  Total  .. 

156 

(6) 

Fillings :  — 

Permanent  Teeth 

456 

Temporary  Teeth 

42 

5  . . 

313 

6  ... 

409 

7  ... 

504 

8  ... 

408 

9  ... 

371 

10  ... 

383 

11  ... 

360 

12  ... 

343 

13  ... 

379 

14  ... 

44 

Total 


3514 


58 


Total  ...  498 


TABLE  V.  —continued. 


(') 

Extractions  : — 

Permanent  teeth 

533 

Temporary  teeth 

1514 

Total  . . . 

(8) 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extractions 

(9) 

Other  operations  : — 

Permanent  teeth 

16 

Temporary  teeth 

— 

Total  . . . 

TABLE  VI. 

Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during 
the  year  by  the  School  Nurses 

(ii)  dotal  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

Schools  by  School  Nurses  ... 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section 

87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act  1021 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceeding's  were 

taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ... 


2047 

636 

16 


3 

16031 

695 
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